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	Abstract – Tayside Community Justice Authority, has, since its shadow year 2006/07, obtained legal, financial and support services from Dundee City Council as Host Authority.  
These arrangements have been renewed regularly and more recently to take account of the then consultation process into restructuring community justice. 

The relevant agreement for services was renewed in March 2014 for two years and therefore now falls to be renewed for a further year until the abolition of the CJAs on 31st March 2017.During the now published transition process the Scottish Government has said that until that time CJAs should ‘continue business as usual’. 
It is recommended that the present arrangements be continued until March 2017.


1.
RECOMMENDATIONS

It is recommended that Tayside Community Justice Authority:

1.1
Retains the services of Dundee City Council for the provision of legal, financial and support services, under the current arrangements, until 31st March 2017, under the terms of the extant Service Level Agreement.
2.
BACKGROUND

2.1
The Management of Offenders, etc (Scotland) Act 2005 places a responsibility on the CJA to allocate to the appropriate local authorities any amount paid to it under Sections 27(A)(1) and 27(B)(1) of the Social Work (Scotland) Act 1968.  In order to discharge these functions the CJA requires to establish appropriate financial procedures and controls.

2.2
Since the shadow year 2006/07, legal, financial and support services have been provided by Dundee City Council as Host Authority. 
2.3
Work is being carried out on a national basis to restructure community justice and transfer CJA functions to CPPs and a national body from 2017.  
2.4
The new structures will lead to different organisations and support service models to be adopted by the national body and CPPs in their delivery of Community Justice Authority functions.

3.
PROPOSAL(S)
3.1
It is proposed that the current arrangement for the provision of legal, financial and support services for 20016/17, for Tayside CJA, continue to be commissioned from Dundee City Council, and that the extant Service Level Agreement be extended drafted to cover the period 1 April 2016 to 31 March 2017.
4.
CONSULTATION
4.1
This paper has been circulated to CJA members and partners.
5.
FINANCIAL / RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS

5.1
The estimated cost of these central support services for the period is £25,000, and includes: Financial Services; Legal Services; Personnel Services; Committee Services; and Media Relations support. 
6.
STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES
6.1
Tayside CJA is required to allocate funding to criminal justice social work services, in order that these services can be delivered in line with National Objectives and Standards for Social Work Services in the Criminal Justice System, with 
the National Strategy for the Management of Offenders, and with the Tayside CJA Area Plan.

6.2
Alongside legal and support services, the financial management model which the CJA uses, must be based on sound governance, in order to effectively support the work of the CJA and its partner agencies.
7. 
CONCLUSION

7.1
The current legal, financial and support service arrangements provided by the Host Authority are sufficient until abolition in 2017.
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